Application No. 10/506,438 

Reply to Office Action of October 18, 2007 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 
Claims 1-6 (canceled) 

Claim 7 (currently amended): A honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
comprising: 

a columnar body mado of comprising porous ceramic comprising and having a 
plurality of through holes plac e d extending in parallel with one another in a length direction 
of said columnar body, said columnar body having a [[with]] wall portion interposed 
th e r e b e tw ee n; and a part or all of said wall portion that s e parat e s said through holes functions 
as a filt e r for coll e cting particulat e s, between said through holes and configured to filter 
particulates in exhaust gases, 

wherein said plurality of through holes has a length 1 [[of]] which is a longest side in 
a cross section perpendicular to said length direction of said through hol e and columnar body, 
said columnar body has a length L in [[the]] said length direction of said columnar bod y, said 
length L and said length 1 satisfy: 60 < L/l < 500, and said wall portion has a surface 
roughness Ra (according to as defined by JIS B 0601 ) of th e inn e r wall of said through hol e 
which satisfies: Ra [[<]] ^100 fxm. 

Claim 8 (currently amended): A honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
comprising: 

a columnar body mad e of comprising porous ceramic comprising and having a 
plurality of through holes plac e d extending in parallel with one another in a length direction 
of said columnar body, said columnar body having a [[with]] wall portion interposed 
th e r e b e tw ee n; and a part or all of said wall portion that separates said through holos functions 
as a filt e r for coll e cting particulat e s, between said through holes and configured to filter 
particulates in exhaust gases. 
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wherein said plurality of through holes has an area S [[of]] which is a cross section 
area perpendicular to [[a]] said length direction of said through hol e and th e columnar body, 
said columnar body has a length L in [[the]] said length direction of said columnar bod y, and 
said area S and said length L satisfy: 20 < L/S < 400, and said wall portion has a surface 
roughness Ra (according to as defined by JIS B 0601 ) of th e inn e r wall of th e through hol e 
which satisfies: Ra [[<]] _^100 /xm. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
according to claim 7, wherein [[the]] said surface roughness Ra (according to JIS B 0601) of 
th e inn e r wall of th e through hol e satisfies: 1.0 /xm [[<]] _^Ra [[<]] _^100 /xm. 

Claim 10 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
according to claim 8, wherein [[the]] said surface roughness Ra (according to JIS B 0601) of 
th e inn e r wall of th e through hol e satisfies: 1.0 /xm [[<]] _^Ra [[<]] _^100 /xm. 

Claim 1 1 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
according to claim 7, wherein [[the]] said columnar body comprises a plurality of rectangular 
columnar porous ceramic members combined through an adhesive layer, and said plurality of 
through holes and said wall portion are formed in each of said rectangular columnar porous 
ceramic members comprising the through holes plac e d in parallel with one another in th e 
l e ngth dir e ction with th e wall partition int e rpos e d th e r e b e tw ee n . 

Claim 12 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
according to claim 8, wherein [[the]] said columnar body comprises a plurality of rectangular 
columnar porous ceramic members combined through an adhesive layer, and said plurality of 
through holes and said wall portion are formed in each of said rectangular columnar porous 
ceramic members m e mb e r comprising th e through hol e s plac e d in parall e l with on e anoth e r 
in th e l e ngth dir e ction with th e wall partition interpos e d th e r e b e tw ee n . 
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Claim 13 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 
according to claim 7, further comprising wh e r e in a catalyst is support e d ther e on provided in 
said columnar body . 

Claim 14 (currently amended): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases 

according to claim 8, further comprising wh e r e in a catalyst is support e d th e r e on provided in 

said columnar body . 

Claim 15 (currently amended): An exhaust gas purifying device comprising: 

a casing configured to be connected to an exhaust gas passage of an internal combustion 

engine[[;]] and holding the honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases according to claim 7 

therein; and 

a heating m e ans, which are e quipp e d device provided inside said casing, 
wherein upon carrying out a r e g e n e rating process for said hon e ycomb filt e r for 
purifying e xhaust gas e s, gas e s h e ated by th e h e ating m e an s ar e flown into th e hon e ycomb filt e r 
for purifying e xhaust gas e s und e r conditions that: said heating device is configured to heat and 
introduce exhaust gases at a flow-in rate [[is]] of 0.3 m/sec or more[[:]] and an oxygen 
concentration [[is]] of 6% or more. 

Claim 16 (currently amended): An exhaust gas purifying device comprising: 
a casing configured to be connected to an exhaust gas passage of an internal combustion 
engine[[;]] and holding the honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases according to claim 8 
therein; and 

a heating m e ans, which ar e e quipp e d device provided inside said casing, 
wherein upon carrying out a r e g e n e rating proc e ss for said honeycomb filt e r for 
purifying e xhaust gases, gases h e ated by th e h e ating m e ans ar e flown into th e hon e ycomb filter 
for purifying e xhaust gas e s und e r conditions that: said heating device is configured to heat and 
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introduce exhaust gases at a flow-in rate [[is]] of 0.3 m/sec or more[[:]] and an oxygen 
concentration [[is]] of 6% or more. 

Claim 17 (new): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases according to claim 

7, wherein said columnar body comprises a single sintered body. 

Claim 18 (new): The honeycomb filter for purifying exhaust gases according to claim 

8, wherein said columnar body comprises a single sintered body. 
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